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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

 
819 TAYLOR STREET, P.O. BOX 17300 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS  76102-0300 

 
 

                                                                    April 30, 2003 
 
Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division    
 
 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
ATTN:  Dave Harlow 
2321 W. Royal Palm Road, Suite 103 
Phoenix, Arizona 85021-4951 
 
Dear Mr. Harlow, 
 
      The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is currently in the preliminary stages of preparing a Supplemental 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) that addresses U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) border infrastructure 
projects along approximately 49 miles of U.S.-Mexico border (project corridor) within the USBP Naco 
and Douglas Stations’ areas of operation.   This document will supplement the 2000 Final EA for 
Infrastructure Projects within the Naco-Douglas Corridor, Arizona, which addressed on-going and future 
projects in a more programmatic nature.   This SEA identifies and assesses specific projects that were 
generally described in the 2000 EA. These projects include combinations of new and improved patrol 
roads, permanent lighting, primary and secondary fencing, and vehicle barriers.       
 
      The USBP acknowledges that many areas of the border within the project corridor would not require 
all of these infrastructure components.  Consequently, the USBP has developed a prioritized approach that 
best secures the U.S. border and minimizes effects to the natural environment such as species protected by 
the Endangered Species Act.   
 
      In spite of the USBP’s efforts to minimize such impacts, the team preparing the SEA has determined 
that an effect to critical habitat of the spike dace and loach minnow, which occurs within the San Pedro 
River, may occur.  These effects might occur relative to the construction of a low water crossing and 
vehicle barriers across the San Pedro River.  In addition, as with any road construction and/or 
improvements in southern Arizona, water required for construction may affect critical habitat and/or other 
listed species due to the current recharge deficits being experienced in the Upper San Pedro Basin.             
 
     The USBP wishes to inform you that a public review draft will be released in the very near future and 
a copy of this draft document will be forwarded to you and your staff for review.  Also, because of the 
“may affect” determination the document states that formal consultation under Section 7 of the ESA will 
be required.  It is our intention, therefore, to initiate informal consultation with you as soon as possible so 
that we can begin preparation of a biological assessment (BA).  Formal consultation will be requested 
once the BA is completed. 
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